Oral History Interview: Juanita Winnie Fox by Fox, Juanita Winnie
Marshall University 
Marshall Digital Scholar 
0064: Marshall University Oral History 
Collection Digitized Manuscript Collections 
2003 
Oral History Interview: Juanita Winnie Fox 
Juanita Winnie Fox 
Follow this and additional works at: https://mds.marshall.edu/oral_history 
Recommended Citation 
Marshall University Special Collections, OH64-670, Huntington, WV. 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Digitized Manuscript Collections at Marshall Digital 
Scholar. It has been accepted for inclusion in 0064: Marshall University Oral History Collection by an authorized 
administrator of Marshall Digital Scholar. For more information, please contact zhangj@marshall.edu. 
, . 
V 
Deed of GUt to the Publit Dom&in 
)<) lA_) \'f\,0\ ~ _fo X -.. · , do hereby give to the Oral History of Appalachia 
P;ogram of Marshall University, the tape recordings and transcripts ofmy 
interview( s) on _-_-r_f_"'-+-! ~r-'-'r,_t_c1-· _ __ _ 
. i \ , 
I authorize the Oral History of Appalachia Program of Marshall University to use the 
tapes and transcripts in such a manner as may best serve the educational and 
historical objectives of their Oral History Program. 
In making this gift, I voluntarily convey ownership of the tapes and transcripts to the 
public domain. 
(--- -~-'\ 
ll ) LttdA,J ,-j¥' 
- -~ j 
(Agent of the Oral History Program (Donor) 
(Date) 
/ ·: __ ,· _ _. • 
AN ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW WITH: Winnie 
Fox 
CONDUCTED BY: Chad Roush 
DATE OF INTERVIEW: April 23, 2003 
SUBJECT: Fatalism in West Virginia 
Today's date is April 23 rd , 2003. Today I will be 
i n t e rv i e w i n g .... 
Juanita Fox, also known as Winnie Fox. 
And the first thing we're going to start with is a 
little background information on Miss Fox. You 
go ahead and give us a little background 
information about yourself. 
Okay. I'm eighty-three years old. I was born on the Big Sandy River over 
in Lawrence County, Kentucky, in a coal camp. And then when I was 
seven years old I moved to West Virginia. The cultures are very similar, 
there's practically no difference. And so, I've lived all my life, except the 
first seven years, in West Virginia. And I've been an activist as long as I 
can remember. Because I came in to the world when Hoover was in 
power. Republican. [chuckling] 
Enough said. 
And I've lived through a lot of presidents, none of them very good. A lot 
of representatives who were not representing us, they were representing 
corporations. And that's been pretty much the history of this country. 
Whatever happened to the Indians is gonna happen to us because since 
Columbus discovered, I don't think he discovered America. 
Exploited America. 
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... since he landed here. And uh, the English had been on this continent, 
we've had the same kind of thing. They call this a democracy, but I don't 
think you could describe it. West Virginia and Kentucky are something 
like a third world country, you know. 
Mmm-hmm. 
Totally exploited. Well, they took the land from the Indians to create the 
American dream. And then they've exploited and abused every culture 
that's come here. Said, "Send me your poor, your tired, your hungry, 
struggling masses yearning to breathe free, I lift my lamp," well, they 
abused the Chinese, they abused the Japanese, they abused the Irish. But 
they didn't make the Irish slaves, but they made them .. . 
Close enough . 
.. .. close enough. And after the potato famine they nearly starved to 
death. And it's been a long struggle. But I didn't know anything else to 
do except be an activist because I came in when they were hanging black 
people from trees and they would have public hangings. And people just 
didn't have a chance. They, they did, especially white people. Well, of 
course, the Civil War was not really over, it was, it's never been over. And 
uh, they just jump-started it a few times. But anyhow, I can remember 
when they had separate drinking fountains .... 
Bathrooms . 
.... bathrooms, separate bathrooms, white only, colored only. And that, it 
used to really, really piss me off when I'd see that. Because I thought, 
''This is not right." I was only .... 
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Back then you were the majori ty thinking that , 
too . 
Well, I was only ten years old. And I hadn't been brought up to think 
anything. But I knew in my heart and my mind that wasn't right. That 
people shouldn't be treated like that. And I didn't know.... I remember 
sitting out in the, we used to go out to the, everybody went to the train 
station, whether you were in Kentucky or whether you were here, you 
went to the train station and met people coming and going. And they've 
pretty much quit that now. But I remember sitting in the train station out 
there and seeing those signs and I remember how incensed I was and 
how upset. And so, I got up and I thought, well, I can't let them drink out 
of mine but I can drink out of theirs, to show them that I care. And I 
thought they can't go to my bathroom but I'll go to theirs. I did that in 
Washington, too. 
Did you? 
Yeah . It was segregated there. They gave them all the shit jobs, you 
know. That, what they call time and the most boring and 
horrible jobs imaginable. And they were always telling me, when I had to 
go to Washington, D.C. for a job, to pass the civil service and I went to 
Washington during the Roosevelt administration. Because you couldn't 
get a job here. And uh, so back then we were in World War II. And there 
were girls getting murdered in Rock Creek Park. It was a scary time . 
We'll it's still scary. But most people don't know how scary it is, because 
it's pretty much covered up to them, unless you're right on the front 
lines. But I was a green kid. And if I'd stayed there, you didn't have to 
learn your job, all you had to do was hang in there and change your job, 
you know. It was just crazy. And I, this is not gonna work. And they 
were just wasting money hand over fist. I worked for the office of Park 
Administration. They had wage and price controls then . So because 
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they had to do that, and they stuck pretty much to that. And then 
Roosevelt initiated all these changes. If he hadn't .... 
The New Deal? 
Called The New Deal. Well, if he hadn't done that, what would have 
happened, we were on the verge of a revolution, because people were 
really desperate and really fed up. And they had that tent city, they had 
the tent city in Washington, you know. And then, well, I think Eisenhower 
was part of that. I think he fired on them. They fired on their own 
soldiers. All they wanted was their bonus so they could survive. They 
tore up their tent, couldn't make it. And uh, so gradually people built 
unions, you know, and then things got better. Because I remember ... then 
I. ... well, I stayed in Washington until my brother's, they took all three of 
my brothers in World War II. And all the kids in our backyard were in the 
war. One of the first casualties, well, the first American casualty was 
from our backyard. His name was Forest Carter. And the reason he was 
the first American casualty was he had gone to Canada and joined the 
Royal Air Force, and then he got it first. But we were anxious to go get 
Hitler, as who wouldn't be, because we saw him come into power. I had 
an excellent civics teacher-I got a lot from him. That was in junior high 
school. And he was ... everything I learned, I learned in junior high school. 
After that it was nothing. High school was a waste of time. I could skip 
that completely. But anyhow, he, his name was Mr. Harris, and everyday 
we followed Hitler's movements of what was going on, and reported on it 
all the time. And we told him that we never would [inaudible] .... 
Can you tell me some major events in your life 
that sparked your interests in social movements 
in West Virginia? 
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Well, it was, it was everything that was going on. 
Like the Depression? 
The Depression. We hadn't gotten, well, we'd just barely gotten out of 
the Depression. We were getting out of the Depression. And then, then 
we had World War II. You didn't have time to adjust to anything. People 
almost starved to death during the Depression. lfyou lived on a farm, 
because.... Now I'll tell you, if you want to learn about the Depression or 
any of these things, read Stud's Turkel's books, called Hard Times-that's 
about the Depression, and The Good War. And he, Stud Turkel's pretty 
legitimate about everything. Because what he writes, he interviews 
people. 
Mmm-hmm, people's history? 
Yeah, it's not fake. There's no fake in it, because this is straight from 
the horses mouth. And I have a lot of respect for him. He's still around 
and he still supports labor, he's still on public radio, and he's still, he's 
never owned a car. He goes on buses and planes and trains, and sits 
down and interviews people, and then of course, he kind of weaves his 
philosophy through it in American History. And his books are excellent. 
But we've got a lot of excellent books out there, you know. But he's had 
some influence on my life. And then that one civics teacher I had was 
great. Then I, I had a professor at Marshall, name was Bernie Bernside. 
He became a ... he was before Ken Hechler. He was our representative in 
Washington. And he was a good guy. And he taught political science. 
And uh, so then .... 
You gained a lot of knowledge from him? 
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Yeah, I did. Well, see, we used to be sympathetic to the Soviet Union. 
And then, then they started, these Republicans never were ... they were 
always demonizing. 
Communism? 
Communism, well, such as capitalism. But of course, Stalin was a son-
of-a-bitch, too! He, he punished his people. Maybe if he'd had some 
support he wouldn't have done that, I don't know. I don't know. But you 
can't force people to be communist. That's a choice. 
Right. 
Because that's sharing and caring, and taking responsibility for your own 
life. And a lot of people don't want to do that. They want to leave it up 
to somebody else. But you can't force people to, to do that. They have 
to vote for it and want to do it. And work at it. And it's never been 
really tried. Well, Cuba now, those people, when they took over Cuba 
from Batista, Batista had become sole, well, it was all American 
companies down there, just oppressing the people. Well, they had a 
revolution. And uh, Che Guevara was right at the front of it and he got 
killed . But Castro survived. And it's still, they've tried everything. 
They've tried to kill him, they tried to murder him one time and 
Embargo .... 
... they done embargoes and everything. But they haven't been able to do 
it yet. And there's a little tiny country, it is ... l don't know how ... l wanted 
to go there and really explore for myself to see for sure how it is. But I've 
seen documentaries where people have been there, you don't have to 
lock your doors. A lot of the people are very young. And uh, this is 
something ... they could make it very well if they had didn't have this 
embargo. You know. 
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They're se lf-suffi cient even with the embargo. 
Yes! But uh, they all pull together. If they had more money they could do 
more stuff. But they still managed to get people free education and 
free .. . 
Health care? 
... health care . And how they do this, I don't know. But he even gives 
Americans, if they want to come down there. But he 
all kinds of stuff. And I love to.... Every day I throw away bottles and 
stuff that I could give them, if I could get 'em there! But we've got mail 
distribution of everything-nothing goes. And then we have badly made 
things because they're made with slave labor. That's what America has 
pursued, slave labor and slavery, ever since they got to these shores. 
And always have. 
[inaudible-both talking simultaneou sly] 
But they're meaningless because they're not there. It's not there. It's 
just a shame. Just a fac;ade. It used to be you could see slavery but 
now .... it 's hidden. No, it's still there. 
It is? 
It's there. But like Nike, my God. They don't really care about, because 
it must be, people must accept that or ... or kill. .. [inaudible] .. . would get up 
off their ass and doing something about it. But the way I see it, and the 
churches.... Because all during the Vietnam war, there were very few 
churches there. There was segments, few people, and the best people we 
had were these young people from the West Coast. They would save up 
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their money, get on that plane, come clear to Washington and march. I 
mean, they were really, really dedicated. And all around the country. 
And then there were a few churches like the Mennonites and the people 
like that small [inaudible] .... they would come there. But for the most 
part, regular church and had that Riverside Church and they were great. 
But your traditional churches were sittin' on their butts and probably 
saying "Praise the Lord and pass the ammunition". That's the way I feel. 
Because I marched right out of the church. 1 ... 1 was in Johnson Memorial 
from the time I was twelve years old. And I sang in the choir, my sister 
was married there. I tried to be a neighborhood representative and I 
found out.... My husband had these fellowship dinners. They never did 
anything. They didn't do anything about civil rights, they didn't do 
anything about poor people. They didn't have any poor people there. 
Didn't have any black people there. So uh, I sat down and I took as long 
as I could. My husband and I used to go to these fellowship dinners. It 
was just a bunch of crap. They tried to .... 
Bring money in . 
... bring money in. And I never could see anything they did with it except 
re-decorate the place and stuff. Because they didn't really . .. they may be 
different now; I'm not judging them. Whatever. But I tell you, Cecil 
Underwood came from there. And while he was teaching Sunday School 
down there, he was up to Monsanto dumping Agent Orange in the 
Kanawha River. 
Can you tell me how you've been involved in 




Well, I've been marching in the street for, during the Vietnam War. And 
I've always been on picket lines. When my husband, we always had to 
prepare for a strike any time he worked. At the Nickel Plant you never 
knew when you were going to have a strike. I belong to the only salaried 
workers union they had up there. And when they found out about it, they 
cut my throat. [chuckling] I knew I was gonna get it! 
You got canned?! 
Because that's what happens, you know. They don't want you to disturb 
the status quo. So anyhow, but it's kind of exciting to do that, because 
you never know what's going to happen next, you know. But fighting for 
the environment, that's just been, just to see the devastation that they 
do. 
Is that .... how long have you been an 
environmentalist? 
Well, uh, we ... after the Vietnam War we started concentrating on 
the ... well, I had started into the environmental movement then. Most of 
them stayed in that. And the nuclear too. We tried our best, we had 
people who spent their whole time. 
You took trips to Washington and stuff? 
Oh, yeah. And uh, we tried to stop that nuclear stuff everywhere. And 
the same people were doing the same thing in a small core group. 
Pro-active people. And we all knew each other and we formed a network 
of environmental groups and peace groups all over the country. Well, 
after the Vietnam war, that pretty much died down. Then the 
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environmental turned more and more, some people just dropped out of 
the whole thing. They thought, well, it's, we've done our part, it's over 
with, I guess. I don't know what they thought. But I knew that it wasn't 
over with. And some of my friends were the same way. But now, some 
of these groups, I mean they had, have problems within, internal 
problems, you know. 
Right. 
People disagree .... 
Struggle. 
And uh, so, it's kind ... it's very complex and very.... And of course, the 
government doesn't like it at all. They don't like you making waves, you 
know. All activists that I know of, they've got a following, you know. 
When you get [inaudible] ... information, you can't really tell what you're 
accused of, because it's all wiped out. [inaudible].... Well, it's just like 
Einstein. They had sixteen hundred pages on him. He helped them 
produce the atomic bomb. And, but he didn't think they were going to 
drop it. He didn't dream ... the only reason he did it was because he 
thought Hitler would get it first, you know. He thought they'd just say 
we've got it and show 'em what it did. But he didn't dream they'd drop it. 
But Truman dropped it. And my husband was in the Pacific when that 
happened. He was in Saipan. They took off, one of the planes took off 
from there with that bomb on it. And nobody, I kept asking, "What is the 
Manhatten Project?" when I was in Washington. And then I came home 
and [inaudible] ... when I worked at the Nickel Plant. And I kept saying 
what is the Manhatten Project. And then I picked up the paper one 
morning, it was the atomic bomb-they'd dropped it. Nobody knew that. 
It was the best kept secret that anybody .... 
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Yeah, nobody didn't know nothing about it until 
the bomb actually got dropped? 
Yeah, right. But they .... 
[inaudible] 
It was the most horrifying experience of my life. I thought, 
that was just the beginning. They didn't know, when they did the 
hydrogen, they weren't sure that it wouldn't have a chain reaction and 
blow up the universe. They didn't ... they're insane. Absolutely insane 
people who do this stuff. Fools, too. And that's what we've got running 
our country. And they're into power and money, that's the only thing I 
can see. And they ruin religion. They've ruined the economy. They've 
destroyed the constitution. 
All in the name of profit. 
Exactly. That's what they've done. And people can't seem to see that. 
And we've got all these people patriotic. But you're taught that in school. 
They make you say the pledge of allegiance whether you want to or not. 
Because I had to resist this and I let my kids resist this. But it's awfully 
hard for them to get through school, because if you don't go along to get 
along, you' re not. .. . And I had to spend a lot of time at school boards 
and principal's offices and stuff like that, because my children wouldn't 
go along with a lot of that stuff. Because you know, I taught them to 
resist that. And it's, it's just been a big struggle, because it's been like 
being a stranger in a strange land. And you can, nothing's like it seems 
to be, you know. It's just ... when the media is owned by the corporations, 
what are you going to get? Nothing but corporate propaganda. 
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Filtered information. 
And if you don't get some other source of information, that's all you're 
gonna have. 
One side. 
So you're gonna be brainwashed. You know. It's just like it would be in 
the Soviet Union or any place else. If you just get one view. 
[inaudible-phone ringing] 
Why did you decide to participate in social 
movements? For your family? Or just because 
you didn't think things were fair or. ... ? 
Well, I couldn't stand the way I saw things happening. Then I saw, I 
started reading history. I never got any history in school. No history, 
zero. They always gave me football coaches for history. They gave you 
nothing, less than nothing. They hated teaching it and you didn't want to 
hear it. And I always got in trouble and had to stand outside the door, 
because I'd get bored. But any how, no, I just saw things the way .... And 
then I started reading history and I started reading, listening to 
documentaries. I started getting alternative sources of information 
from .. .. I take the Progressive Populist, which they, very good. Then you 
can get the nation, this whole slew of people who've been around for .... 
Alternative video resources . 
.... hundreds, hundreds of years, fighting the same fight they started back 
there. They're legitimate sources of information. The others I consider 
illegitimate. I consider this an illegitimate government. I think Bush stole 
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it, pure and simple. I think and the Supreme Court helped him do it. So I 
have to fight that. When somebody steals your government, it's not nice. 
I just ... l couldn't do anything else. I've never taken a dime for the miles 
I've walked. And I've always helped with, on picket lines and food panties 
and stuff like that. I consider that part of my being citizen. And I think 
that if everybody did that.. .. 
Give a little back to the community . 
.. .. if everybody did that, but try to educate people. Because people don't 
really want to believe that their government really does this kind of rotten 
stuff. They don't .... 
They don't see our media telling about all the 
governments. 
Oh, yeah. While they're trashing other governments, they're not saying 
anything about what we do. And listen, during Reagan's administration, 
they did very illegal things. They're, his whole cabinet was a bunch of 
criminals. John Mitchell, a bunch of them .... 
Cheney. 
And Bush has inherited everyone of those. It's just progressive. And like, 
I know who all of 'em are, and there's no way that I could do anything 
except what I do. And I feel like there's no ... Elinore and I've been 
together a long, long time. We marched in Washington and we've done 
everything, the environmental stuff. And the nuclear. But she's into the 
churches, more than I am. Because she's, she doesn't see the hypocracy 
there. And she thinks the churches are gonna do something. But I think 
that they're support .... they couldn't do, these corporations couldn't do 
what they do without the churches backing them. She has yet to wake up 
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to that fact. I sat down and wrote my minister a letter and said this has 
no relationship to Jesus' teachings that I can see. As far as I can see, he'd 
throw up on this. I thought he was a revolutionary. You know ... I didn't 
think .... 
Conformist? 
No, I said I, he was out there trying to help poor people and sick people 
and people in dire straights. He wasn't trying to make a profit. He 
wasn't sitting on his butt either. And so, I wrote the minister a letter and 
I think the secretary threw it in the garbage. She told me my children 
were going to Hell, so I said goodbye and went down to the black church 
and sang gospel for awhile. 
on my journey. 
That's what life 1s, one big journey. Okay. What 
are the major sources of power you have 
challenged in West Virginia? 
Legislature and the Congress. 
And the state. 
And the state. Every source of power that was there, because they're all 
part of it. 




... . and like coal companies? 
Oh, yeah. Coal, chemical, all these corporations. And it's a military 
industrial complex. Like Eisenhower told us what it was, what the score 
was. He said, "Beware of the military industrial complex." And that's 
... and that's what Hitler's was. His was militrous and same thing there, 
but jumped right across the ocean. And some of those people came 
here, they worked on rocket. And they incorporated our government. 
And they've learned how to do mind control. They're very good at it. 
They can sell you toxic sludge. See, its good for you to get [inaudible] .... 
He sold us everything on t.v. Whatever it was good for you or not. 
Well, look at how many people die of lung cancer 
now. 
Well, look, cigarettes, you could get 'em that you didn't pay taxes on 'em. 
You could buy 'em for like a quarter a carton or something. And they 
gave them to people in the service. And you could get them out at the 
VA for almost nothing. And I had to get cigarettes for myself, because I 
got hooked on those. My brother had asthma and we used to smoke 
something ... he smoked something called 
I swear to God I think it was marijuana. Little tiny cigarette things. 
They were called what? 
[inaudible].... I wish I knew what they were. But they were medicinal, 
and they were.... But then, marijuana wasn't illegal. Nobody smoked it. 
Well, a few people. Gene Cooper. He was a drummer. A lot of those 
drummers [inaudible] ... they did drugs, you know. But there wasn't much 
of that going on. But the minute they made it illegal everybody wanted to 
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do it, I guess. I don't know why. Taste of forbidden fruits or whatever. 
But that's, that's taking this country down ... l don't know how they're 
gonna straighten that out. Because now like .. .. 
The War on Drugs didn't work out. 
Oh, that was .. . [chuckles] ... that was the biggest joke of all. That is the 
biggest joke. I mean, Columbia, that's ... when people really know what's 
going on here, it's going to blow their minds. But you try to tell them 
and they don't really want to believe it. They want to live in some kind of 
a fantasy world, think they've got a great, good government and George 
Bush is an angel and you can have it! So you just have to let things fall. ... 
I mean, you try to do the best you can. But now, Bob Wise isn't. He's a 
crock. He's even worse than Cecil Underwood, because we didn't know 
he was gonna do that. 
Because he [inaudible] ... almost an activist? 
He was a young reformer. I don't know what happened to him. Whether 
they took him to Washington and put a tape in is ... [inaudible] ... corporate 
tape. 
Sent him to propaganda camp. 
I mean, these people don't care. They'll murder you. They murdered 
JockJablonski's whole family. 
That's because they want to maintain their 
power. 
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Their power. And South America, we, that school, the Americus? That's 
what they do, they train 
At Fort Benning, Georgia? 
At Fort Benning, Georgia. They, they train, it's called the School of 
Assassins. And ... . 
Osama Bin Laden was there. 
Well, they train those people. 
Saddam Houssein went there. 
Yeah. They train them to, to take over governments, 
Overthrow? 
Overthrow governments. They overthrew 
They overthrew ... and then they replace them with .... 
Dicatators . 
. ... puppets, dictatorship. They've done it all over the world. But most 
people do not. 
It's the new version of imperialism, don't you 
agree? 
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Right. But it's just that same thing. And how are you going to educate 
people when it takes so long to plan an action like. I mean, we lost our 
coordinator, Laura Foreman, when we were down at the Corps of 
Engineers ..... 
END OF SIDE 1 - BEGIN SIDE 2 - TAPE 1 
You said you were active in nuclear holocaust, 
anti-war ... 
Anti-war. Anti-war and anti-nuclear and then .... 
So that was the social movements you were 
involved with outside of West Virginia, right? 
Yes. Well, see, we had, the only thing you can do is keep them at bay. 
You have to keep suing them and suing them, keep 'em in court, you 
know. And Elinore and I are both a part of a personal lawsuit about the 
rivers, over in the [inaudible].... Organization, to stop destroying our 
rivers. We're in a collective group and an individual. And if they ever 
decide to come and get us, we'd be out of luck because they'd probably 
take what we've got. You have to take chances. But that's what life's 
supposed to be about. But a lot of people don't want to do that. You 
know. They don't want to take responsibility for their own life, much less 
their own government. You know? That's what Hitler depended on. 
Well, our government has us so worried about 
just surviving, that a lot of people don't have 
time. 
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Yeah. Well, a lot of people don't have time. I mean, how are you going 
to ... some people now are working four jobs. How are they going to 
work ... some of these are single mothers ... how they make it I do not 
know. And it's absolutely brutal. And then they blame the victim. How 
are they going to bring up children under those circumstances? There's 
no way that she can do that, you know. And now there's people in WV 
are dying like flies. 
Have you been threatened by powerful forces 1n 
West Virginia? 
Well, there's always that threat there, not directly, but I know they're 
there. And I know that they can do it when they want to. 
You're talking about corporations? 
Yeah. Oh, yeah. Sure. 
What are your future plans for involvement in 
social movements? 
Well, I intend to spend the rest of my life resisting this because its so 
long. 
[inaudible] 
Well, the, children of the world deserve better than this. They deserve a 
clean, decent .... 
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A chance . 
... world with no wars. Healthy. So that they can grow up and make a 
better world for themselves. But the way it is now, they don't have a 
chance. You become little tech no-crap and work for the man. 
You don't have time to think about it. 
Why, no! You're just like a ... you're not even a person any more. 
After ... my husband, when he got out of the service, he was four years 
and four months in the military. And he went in before he was eighteen 
years old. He came back and went to college. He had, he didn't finish 
high school. He had to take a college entrance exam and went through 
the GI bill and went through college. And we brought up four children 
that was such a struggle to bring them up and send .... The way they've 
done now, they've reversed things so much. Only real rich people are 
going to be able to send their children to college now, because its 
unaffordable. You know. What they're trying to do is reverse things, 
have them back the way they were. They have people ... they want people 
to, they want slaves, and they want 
[inaudible-both interviewer/interviewee talking simultaneously] 
.. . class sytems . 
. ... main class system. They want to do that. And that's what the 
religious and political right has been about all along. They said what they 
were gonna do. They were going to eliminate everything that didn't 
make a profit. That includes education, health care, whatever doesn't 




... channel all the money right straight to the top and they do not trickle it 
down. They do not trickle it down. But it takes a long time for this 
process to occur for people to wake up to it and say.... But that's just 
like. We were on the verge of a revolution back in the 30s. If we hadn't 
had Roosevelt come in. And he uh, instituted those changes, you know. 
You think there'd been a social revolution? 
Oh, yeah, oh, I do. I think they were ready for it. Because people were 
absolutely ... well, this was world wide, too. 
Still continues today. 
Yeah. So, uh, but human beings are going to have to get onto 
themselves because we're not going to have a planet. This planet is 
gone. If we don't have an environmental president pretty soon, who will 
bring people together and tell them we have to do this, we have to clean 
up this planet, we have to make this planet healthy. We have to pull 
together as human beings. 
So that generation after generation ..... 
.... and respect all religions and all people and make, and try for equality 
and give.... And I hate to tell you this, Chad, but women could have 
done a Hell of a lot better job than men. They know what people need. 
But they don't get a chance to try. They have to try twice as hard as men. 
They have to dance in high heels 
Sti II a patriarchal society. 
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It is, a patriarchal society. And its just handed down from one person to 
the other. Your father gives you to your husband, your husband gives 
you to.... Beats the Hell out of you, makes a slave out of you. 
The last question I have is the idea that West 
Virginians in some societies are considered 
fatalistic in their opinions of life in general. And 
that's the reason for our interviewing, is to break 
the cycle of this thought of fatalism in 
everybody. 
I don't feel. .. 1 don't think ... l don't feel fatalistic. I never have. I mean, I 
think you can change things. 
People that are active definitely don't feel 
fatalistic. 
Well, I know. But uh, but why would people want to be born if you could 
never change anything. 
Right. 
If it's gonna be status quo forever. Who would be, what would be the 
point? I don't get that. 
Then we'd just be a bunch of robots going 
through life. 
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Well, that's right, just going through. What...life would have no 
meaning at all, you know. If you're trying to make things better for other 
people, and make a better world, why. We could have had paradise 
right on this, we could have had free energy, free everything. We ... and a 
beautiful world, if people had worked for that. If that hadn't had some 
hogs over here trying to take it all. You know? 
Yes, pigs in the trough. 
And leave the rest of them with nothing. And they're heartless and they 
have no conscience and they're ruthless. And uh, they're not to be 
trusted. And it's very, very dangerous to do that. But after awhile you 
get so, I always liked fighting the big boys when I was a kid. I had to, 
because I had three young [inaudible] ... And so I used to hide the big 
boys guns because they were shootin' the birds. And I'd put 'em down a 
hole, and they'd chase me all over the place! [chuckling] But I didn't 
care. And I'm still gonna do it. That's the reason I get up in the morning 
and uh, the reason I do what I do. And I don't ever get tired of it. I get 
exhausted sometimes. 
But it takes people trying to make change to 
make change. Change doesn't happen on its 
own. 
Well, they, it takes awhile. But it's just like Martin Luther King said, he 
was hopeful. He knew he was going to die. He, he knew that was going 
to happen. They had already threatened him with everything. And uh, 
but he, he ... but you get incremental changes. And each time, and it 
takes, people do ... you can only fool some of the people some of the time, 
but not all the people all the time. 
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Right, all the time. 
And that's what you have to depend on. And some of that's trickled 
down. You do, you make a dent, even though the media and you get so 
frustrated with them you'd like to choke them! You know. Because we've 
had the media set us up. Just totally set us up ... in a forum. That's 
happened to us twice. 
Now they're so concentrated. 
Huh? 
Now they're so concentrated and integrated with 
corporations, they're just yes-men for the 
corporations. 
Oh, yeah, absolutely, that's all they want. They'll, they choose 
incompetent people. You'd be surprised how many of them there are. 
[inaudible] Or give a biased opinion. 
Yeah. And uh, well, down there in Julie's classes, she is teaching some of 
their grandsons. And they don't want her to make waves. 
Pull the wool over their eyes 
She, they don't want her to lift the veil. 
Well, I want to thank you for your interview. 
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Why, you're quite welcome. 
And keep fighting, because we need people like 
you out there. 
[Winnie laughing lightly] 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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AN ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW WITH: Winnie 
Fox 
CONDUCTED BY: Chad Roush 
DATE OF INTERVIEW: April 23, 2003 
SUBJECT: Fatalism in West Virginia 
Today's date is April 23 rd , 2003. Today I will be 
interviewing .... 
Juanita Fox, also known as Winnie Fox. 
And the first thing we're going to start with is a 
little background information on Miss Fox. You 
go ahead and give us a little background 
information about yourself. 
Okay. I'm eighty-three years old. I was born on the Big Sandy River over 
in Lawrence County, Kentucky, in a coal camp. And then when I was 
seven years old I moved to West Virginia. The cultures are very similar, 
there's practically no difference. And so, I've lived all my life, except the 
first seven years, in West Virginia. And I've been an activist as long as I 
can remember. Because I came in to the world when Hoover was in 
power. Republican. [chuckling] 
Enough said. 
And I've lived through a lot of presidents, none of them very good. A lot 
of representatives who were not representing us, they were representing 
corporations. And that's been pretty much the history of this country. 
Whatever happened to the Indians is gonna happen to us because since 
Columbus discovered, I don't think he discovered America. 
Exploited America. 
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... since he landed here. And uh, the English had been on this continent, 
we've had the same kind of thing. They call this a democracy, but I don't 
think you could describe it. West Virginia and Kentucky are something 
like a third world country, you know. 
Mmm- hmm. 
Totally exploited. Well, they took the land from the Indians to create the 
American dream. And then they've exploited and abused every culture 
that's come here. Said, "Send me your poor, your tired, your hungry, 
struggling masses yearning to breathe free, I lift my lamp," well, they 
abused the Chinese, they abused the Japanese, they abused the Irish. But 
they didn't make the Irish slaves, but they made them .. . 
Close enough . 
. ... close enough. And after the potato famine they nearly starved to 
death. And it's been a long struggle. But I didn't know anything else to 
do except be an activist because I came in when they were hanging black 
people from trees and they would have public hangings. And people just 
didn't have a chance. They, they did, especially white people. Well, of 
course, the Civil War was not really over, it was, it's never been over. And 
uh, they just jump-started it a few times. But anyhow, I can remember 
when they had separate drinking fountains .... 
Bathroom s . 
.... bathrooms, separate bathrooms, white only, colored only. And that, it 
used to really, really piss me off when I'd see that. Because I thought, 
''This is not right." I was only .... 
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Back then you were th e majority thinking that, 
too. 
Well, I was only ten years old. And I hadn't been brought up to think 
anything. But I knew in my heart and my mind that wasn't right. That 
people shouldn't be treated like that. And I didn't know.... I remember 
sitting out in the, we used to go out to the, everybody went to the train 
station, whether you were in Kentucky or whether you were here, you 
went to the train station and met people coming and going. And they've 
pretty much quit that now. But I remember sitting in the train station out 
there and seeing those signs and I remember how incensed I was and 
how upset. And so, I got up and I thought, well, I can't let them drink out 
of mine but I can drink out of theirs, to show them that I care. And I 
thought they can't go to my bathroom but I'll go to theirs. I did that in 
Washington, too. 
Did you? 
Yeah. It was segregated there. They gave them all the shit jobs, you 
know. That, what they call time and the most boring and 
horrible jobs imaginable. And they were always telling me, when I had to 
go to Washington, D.C. for a job, to pass the civil service and I went to 
Washington during the Roosevelt administration. Because you couldn't 
get a job here. And uh, so back then we were in World War II. And there 
were girls getting murdered in Rock Creek Park. It was a scary time. 
We'll it's still scary. But most people don't know how scary it is, because 
it's pretty much covered up to them, unless you're right on the front 
lines. But I was a green kid. And if I'd stayed there, you didn't have to 
learn your job, all you had to do was hang in there and change your job, 
you know. It was just crazy. And I, this is not gonna work. And they 
were just wasting money hand over fist. I worked for the office of Park 
Administration. They had wage and price controls then. So because 
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they had to do that, and they stuck pretty much to that. And then 
Roosevelt initiated all these changes. If he hadn't. ... 
The New Deal? 
Called The New Deal. Well, if he hadn't done that, what would have 
happened, we were on the verge of a revolution, because people were 
really desperate and really fed up. And they had that tent city, they had 
the tent city in Washington, you know. And then, well, I think Eisenhower 
was part of that. I think he fired on them. They fired on their own 
soldiers. All they wanted was their bonus so they could survive. They 
tore up their tent, couldn't make it. And uh, so gradually people built 
unions, you know, and then things got better. Because I remember ... then 
l .... well, I stayed in Washington until my brother's, they took all three of 
my brothers in World War II. And all the kids in our backyard were in the 
war. One of the first casualties, well, the first American casualty was 
from our backyard. His name was Forest Carter. And the reason he was 
the first American casualty was he had gone to Canada and joined the 
Royal Air Force, and then he got it first. But we were anxious to go get 
Hitler, as who wouldn't be, because we saw him come into power. I had 
an excellent civics teacher-I got a lot from him. That was in junior high 
school. And he was ... everything I learned, I learned in junior high school. 
After that it was nothing. High school was a waste of time. I could skip 
that completely. But anyhow, he, his name was Mr. Harris, and everyday 
we followed Hitler's movements of what was going on, and reported on it 
all the time. And we told him that we never would [inaudible] .... 
Can you tell me some major events in your life 
that sparked your interests in social movements 
in West Virginia? 
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Well, it was, it was everything that was going on. 
Like the Depression? 
The Depression. We hadn't gotten, well, we'd just barely gotten out of 
the Depression. We were getting out of the Depression. And then, then 
we had World War II. You didn't have time to adjust to anything. People 
almost starved to death during the Depression. If you lived on a farm, 
because.... Now I'll tell you, if you want to learn about the Depression or 
any of these things, read Stud's Turkel's books, called Hard Times-that's 
about the Depression, and The Good War. And he, Stud Turkel's pretty 
legitimate about everything. Because what he writes, he interviews 
people. 
Mmm- hmm, people's history? 
Yeah, it's not fake. There's no fake in it, because this is straight from 
the horses mouth. And I have a lot of respect for him. He's still around 
and he still supports labor, he's still on public radio, and he's still, he's 
never owned a car. He goes on buses and planes and trains, and sits 
down and interviews people, and then of course, he kind of weaves his 
philosophy through it in American History. And his books are excellent. 
But we've got a lot of excellent books out there, you know. But he's had 
some influence on my life. And then that one civics teacher I had was 
great. Then I, I had a professor at Marshall, name was Bernie Bernside. 
He became a ... he was before Ken Hechler. He was our representative in 
Washington. And he was a good guy. And he taught political science. 
And uh, so then .... 
You gained a lot of knowledge from him? 
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Yeah, I did. Well, see, we used to be sympathetic to the Soviet Union. 
And then, then they started, these Republicans never were ... they were 
always demonizing. 
Communism? 
Communism, well, such as capitalism. But of course, Stalin was a son-
of-a-bitch, too! He, he punished his people. Maybe if he'd had some 
support he wouldn't have done that, I don't know. I don't know. But you 
can't force people to be communist. That's a choice. 
Right. 
Because that's sharing and caring, and taking responsibility for your own 
life. And a lot of people don't want to do that. They want to leave it up 
to somebody else. But you can't force people to, to do that. They have 
to vote for it and want to do it. And work at it. And it's never been 
really tried. Well, Cuba now, those people, when they took over Cuba 
from Batista, Batista had become sole, well, it was all American 
companies down there, just oppressing the people. Well, they had a 
revolution. And uh, Che Guevara was right at the front of it and he got 
killed. But Castro survived. And it's still, they've tried everything. 
They've tried to kill him, they tried to murder him one time and 
Embargo .... 
... they done embargoes and everything. But they haven't been able to do 
it yet. And there's a little tiny country, it is ... l don't know how ... l wanted 
to go there and really explore for myself to see for sure how it is. But I've 
seen documentaries where people have been there, you don't have to 
lock your doors. A lot of the people are very young. And uh, this is 
something ... they could make it very well if they had didn't have this 
embargo. You know. 
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They're self-sufficient even with the embargo. 
Yes! But uh, they all pull together. If they had more money they could do 
more stuff. But they still managed to get people free education and 
free ... 
Health care? 
... health care. And how they do this, I don't know. But he even gives 
Americans, if they want to come down there. But he 
all kinds of stuff. And I love to.... Every day I throw away bottles and 
stuff that I could give them, if I could get 'em there! But we've got mail 
distribution of everything-nothing goes. And then we have badly made 
things because they're made with slave labor. That's what America has 
pursued, slave labor and slavery, ever since they got to these shores. 
And always have. 
[inaudible-both talking simultaneously] 
But they're meaningless because they're not there. It's not there. It's 
just a shame. Just a fa~ade. It used to be you could see slavery but 
now .... it's hidden. No, it's still there. 
It is? 
It's there. But like Nike, my God. They don't really care about, because 
it must be, people must accept that or ... or kill. .. [inaudible] .. . would get up 
off their ass and doing something about it. But the way I see it, and the 
churches.... Because all during the Vietnam war, there were very few 
churches there. There was segments, few people, and the best people we 
had were these young people from the West Coast. They would save up 
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their money, get on that plane, come clear to Washington and march. I 
mean, they were really, really dedicated. And all around the country. 
And then there were a few churches like the Mennonites and the people 
like that small [inaudible] .... they would come there. But for the most 
part, regular church and had that Riverside Church and they were great. 
But your traditional churches were sittin' on their butts and probably 
saying "Praise the Lord and pass the ammunition". That's the way I feel. 
Because I marched right out of the church. I ... I was in Johnson Memorial 
from the time I was twelve years old. And I sang in the choir, my sister 
was married there. I tried to be a neighborhood representative and I 
found out.... My husband had these fellowship dinners. They never did 
anything. They didn't do anything about civil rights, they didn't do 
anything about poor people. They didn't have any poor people there. 
Didn't have any black people there. So uh, I sat down and I took as long 
as I could. My husband and I used to go to these fellowship dinners. It 
was just a bunch of crap. They tried to .... 
Bring money in . 
... bring money in. And I never could see anything they did with it except 
re-decorate the place and stuff. Because they didn't really ... they may be 
different now; I'm not judging them. Whatever. But I tell you, Cecil 
Underwood came from there. And while he was teaching Sunday School 
down there, he was up to Monsanto dumping Agent Orange in the 
Kanawha River. 
Can you tell me how you've been involved in 




Well, I've been marching in the street for, during the Vietnam War. And 
I've always been on picket lines. When my husband, we always had to 
prepare for a strike any time he worked. At the Nickel Plant you never 
knew when you were going to have a strike. I belong to the only salaried 
workers union they had up there. And when they found out about it, they 
cut my throat. [chuckling] I knew I was gonna get it! 
You got canned?! 
Because that's what happens, you know. They don't want you to disturb 
the status quo. So anyhow, but it's kind of exciting to do that, because 
you never know what's going to happen next, you know. But fighting for 
the environment, that's just been, just to see the devastation that they 
do. 
Is that .... how long have you been an 
environmentalist? 
Well, uh, we ... after the Vietnam War we started concentrating on 
the ... well, I had started into the environmental movement then. Most of 
them stayed in that. And the nuclear too. We tried our best, we had 
people who spent their whole time. 
You took trips to Washington and stuff? 
Oh, yeah. And uh, we tried to stop that nuclear stuff everywhere. And 
the same people were doing the same thing in a small core group. 
Pro-active people. And we all knew each other and we formed a network 
of environmental groups and peace groups all over the country. Well, 
after the Vietnam war, that pretty much died down. Then the 
environmental turned more and more, some people just dropped out of 
the whole thing. They thought, well, it's, we've done our part, it's over 
with, I guess. I don't know what they thought. But I knew that it wasn't 
over with. And some of my friends were the same way. But now, some 
of these groups, I mean they had, have problems within, internal 
problems, you know. 
Right. 
People disagree .... 
Struggle. 
And uh, so, it's kind ... it's very complex and very.... And of course, the 
government doesn't like it at all. They don't like you making waves, you 
know. All activists that I know of, they've got a following, you know. 
When you get [inaudible] ... information, you can't really tell what you're 
accused of, because it's all wiped out. [inaudible].... Well, it's just like 
Einstein. They had sixteen hundred pages on him. He helped them 
produce the atomic bomb. And, but he didn't think they were going to 
drop it. He didn't dream ... the only reason he did it was because he 
thought Hitler would get it first, you know. He thought they'd just say 
we've got it and show 'em what it did. But he didn't dream they'd drop it. 
But Truman dropped it. And my husband was in the Pacific when that 
happened. He was in Saipan. They took off, one of the planes took off 
from there with that bomb on it. And nobody, I kept asking, "What is the 
Manhatten Project?" when I was in Washington. And then I came home 
and [inaudible] ... when I worked at the Nickel Plant. And I kept saying 
what is the Manhatten Project. And then I picked up the paper one 
morning, it was the atomic bomb-they'd dropped it. Nobody knew that. 
It was the best kept secret that anybody .... 
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Yeah, nobody didn't know nothing about it until 
the bomb actually got dropped? 
Yeah, right. But they .... 
[inaudible] 
It was the most horrifying experience of my life. I thought, 
that was just the beginning. They didn't know, when they did the 
hydrogen, they weren't sure that it wouldn't have a chain reaction and 
blow up the universe. They didn't ... they're insane. Absolutely insane 
people who do this stuff. Fools, too. And that's what we've got running 
our country. And they're into power and money, that's the only thing I 
can see. And they ruin religion. They've ruined the economy. They've 
destroyed the constitution. 
All in the name of profit. 
Exactly. That's what they've done. And people can't seem to see that. 
And we've got all these people patriotic. But you're taught that in school. 
They make you say the pledge of allegiance whether you want to or not. 
Because I had to resist this and I let my kids resist this. But it's awfully 
hard for them to get through school, because if you don't go along to get 
along, you're not.... And I had to spend a lot of time at school boards 
and principal's offices and stuff like that, because my children wouldn't 
go along with a lot of that stuff. Because you know, I taught them to 
resist that. And it's, it's just been a big struggle, because it's been like 
being a stranger in a strange land. And you can, nothing's like it seems 
to be, you know. It's just ... when the media is owned by the corporations, 
what are you going to get? Nothing but corporate propaganda. 
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Filtered information. 
And if you don't get some other source of information, that's all you're 
gonna have. 
One side. 
So you're gonna be brainwashed. You know. It's just like it would be in 
the Soviet Union or any place else. If you just get one view. 
[inaudible-phone ringing] 
Why did you decide to participate in social 
movements? For your family? Or just because 
you didn't think things were fair or .... ? 
Well, I couldn't stand the way I saw things happening. Then I saw, I 
started reading history. I never got any history in school. No history, 
zero. They always gave me football coaches for history. They gave you 
nothing, less than nothing. They hated teaching it and you didn't want to 
hear it. And I always got in trouble and had to stand outside the door, 
because I'd get bored. But any how, no, I just saw things the way .... And 
then I started reading history and I started reading, listening to 
documentaries. I started getting alternative sources of information 
from .... I take the Progressive Populist, which they, very good. Then you 
can get the nation, this whole slew of people who've been around for .... 
Alternative video resources . 
.... hundreds, hundreds of years, fighting the same fight they started back 
there. They're legitimate sources of information. The others I consider 
illegitimate. I consider this an illegitimate government. I think Bush stole 
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it, pure and simple. I think and the Supreme Court helped him do it. So I 
have to fight that. When somebody steals your government, it's not nice. 
I just ... l couldn't do anything else. I've never taken a dime for the miles 
I've walked. And I've always helped with, on picket lines and food panties 
and stuff like that. I consider that part of my being citizen. And I think 
that if everybody did that .... 
Give a little back to the community . 
. . .. if everybody did that, but try to educate people. Because people don't 
really want to believe that their government really does this kind of rotten 
stuff. They don't .... 
They don't see our media telling about all the 
governments. 
Oh, yeah. While they're trashing other governments, they're not saying 
anything about what we do. And listen, during Reagan's administration, 
they did very illegal things. They're, his whole cabinet was a bunch of 
criminals. John Mitchell, a bunch of them .... 
Cheney. 
And Bush has inherited everyone of those. It's just progressive. And like, 
I know who all of 'em are, and there's no way that I could do anything 
except what I do. And I feel like there's no ... Elinore and I've been 
together a long, long time. We marched in Washington and we've done 
everything, the environmental stuff. And the nuclear. But she's into the 
churches, more than I am. Because she's, she doesn't see the hypocracy 
there. And she thinks the churches are gonna do something. But I think 
that they're support .... they couldn't do, these corporations couldn't do 
what they do without the churches backing them. She has yet to wake up 
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to that fact. I sat down and wrote my minister a letter and said this has 
no relationship to Jesus' teachings that I can see. As far as I can see, he'd 
throw up on this. I thought he was a revolutionary. You know ... l didn't 
think .... 
Conformist? 
No, I said I, he was out there trying to help poor people and sick people 
and people in dire straights. He wasn't trying to make a profit. He 
wasn't sitting on his butt either. And so, I wrote the minister a letter and 
I think the secretary threw it in the garbage. She told me my children 
were going to Hell, so I said goodbye and went down to the black church 
and sang gospel for awhile. 
on my journey. 
That's what life 1s, one big journey. Okay. What 
are the major sources of power you have 
challenged in West Virginia? 
Legislature and the Congress. 
And the state. 
And the state. Every source of power that was there, because they're all 
part of it. 




.... and like coal companies? 
Oh, yeah. Coal, chemical, all these corporations. And it's a military 
industrial complex. Like Eisenhower told us what it was, what the score 
was. He said, "Beware of the military industrial complex." And that's 
... and that's what Hitler's was. His was militrous and same thing there, 
but jumped right across the ocean. And some of those people came 
here, they worked on rocket. And they incorporated our government. 
And they've learned how to do mind control. They're very good at it. 
They can sell you toxic sludge. See, its good for you to get [inaudible] .... 
He sold us everything on t.v. Whatever it was good for you or not. 
Well, look at how many people die of lung cancer 
now. 
Well, look, cigarettes, you could get 'em that you didn't pay taxes on 'em. 
You could buy 'em for like a quarter a carton or something. And they 
gave them to people in the service. And you could get them out at the 
VA for almost nothing. And I had to get cigarettes for myself, because I 
got hooked on those. My brother had asthma and we used to smoke 
something ... he smoked something called 
I swear to God I think it was marijuana. Little tiny cigarette things. 
They were called what? 
[inaudible].... I wish I knew what they were. But they were medicinal, 
and they were.... But then, marijuana wasn't illegal. Nobody smoked it. 
Well, a few people. Gene Cooper. He was a drummer. A lot of those 
drummers [inaudible] ... they did drugs, you know. But there wasn't much 
of that going on. But the minute they made it illegal everybody wanted to 
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do it, I guess. I don't know why. Taste of forbidden fruits or whatever. 
But that's, that's taking this country down ... l don't know how they're 
gonna straighten that out. Because now like .... 
The War on Drugs didn't work out. 
Oh, that was ... [chuckles] ... that was the biggest joke of all. That is the 
biggest joke. I mean, Columbia, that's ... when people really know what's 
going on here, it's going to blow their minds. But you try to tell them 
and they don't really want to believe it. They want to live in some kind of 
a fantasy world, think they've got a great, good government and George 
Bush is an angel and you can have it! So you just have to let things fall. ... 
I mean, you try to do the best you can. But now, Bob Wise isn't. He's a 
crock. He's even worse than Cecil Underwood, because we didn't know 
he was gonna do that. 
Because he [inaudible] ... almost an activist? 
He was a young reformer. I don't know what happened to him. Whether 
they took him to Washington and put a tape in is ... [inaudible] ... corporate 
tape. 
Sent him to propaganda camp. 
I mean, these people don't care. They'll murder you. They murdered 
Jock Jablonski's whole family. 
That's because they want to maintain their 
power. 
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Their power. And South America, we, that school, the Americus? That's 
what they do, they train 
At Fort Benning, Georgia? 
At Fort Benning, Georgia. They, they train, it's called the School of 
Assassins. And .... 
Osama Bin Laden was there. 
Well, they train those people. 
Saddam Houssein went there. 
Yeah. They train them to, to take over governments, 
Overthrow? 
Overthrow governments. They overthrew 
They overthrew ... and then they replace them with .... 
Dicatators . 
.... puppets, dictatorship. They've done it all over the world. But most 
people do not. 
It's the new version of imperialism, don't you 
agree? 
18 
Right. But it's just that same thing. And how are you going to educate 
people when it takes so long to plan an action like. I mean, we lost our 
coordinator, Laura Foreman, when we were down at the Corps of 
Engineers ..... 
END OF SIDE 1 - BEGIN SIDE 2 - TAPE 1 
You said you were active in nuclear holocaust, 
anti-war ... 
Anti-war. Anti-war and anti-nuclear and then .... 
So that was the social movements you were 
involved with outside of West Virginia, right? 
Yes. Well, see, we had, the only thing you can do is keep them at bay. 
You have to keep suing them and suing them, keep 'em in court, you 
know. And Elinore and I are both a part of a personal lawsuit about the 
rivers, over in the [inaudible].... Organization, to stop destroying our 
rivers. We're in a collective group and an individual. And if they ever 
decide to come and get us, we'd be out of luck because they'd probably 
take what we've got. You have to take chances. But that's what life's 
supposed to be about. But a lot of people don't want to do that. You 
know. They don't want to take responsibility for their own life, much less 
their own government. You know? That's what Hitler depended on. 
Well, our government has us so worried about 
just surviving, that a lot of people don't have 
time. 
19 
Yeah. Well, a lot of people don't have time. I mean, how are you going 
to ... some people now are working four jobs. How are they going to 
work ... some of these are single mothers ... how they make it I do not 
know. And it's absolutely brutal. And then they blame the victim. How 
are they going to bring up children under those circumstances? There's 
no way that she can do that, you know. And now there's people in WV 
are dying like flies. 
Have you been threatened by powerful forces in 
West Virginia? 
Well, there's always that threat there, not directly, but I know they're 
there. And I know that they can do it when they want to. 
You're talking about corporations? 
Yeah. Oh, yeah. Sure. 
What are your future plans for involvement in 
social movements? 
Well, I intend to spend the rest of my life resisting this because its so 
long. 
[inaudible] 
Well, the, children of the world deserve better than this. They deserve a 
clean, decent .... 
20 
A chance . 
... world with no wars. Healthy. So that they can grow up and make a 
better world for themselves. But the way it is now, they don't have a 
chance. You become little techno-crap and work for the man. 
You don't have time to think about it. 
Why, no! You're just like a ... you're not even a person any more. 
After ... my husband, when he got out of the service, he was four years 
and four months in the military. And he went in before he was eighteen 
years old. He came back and went to college. He had, he didn't finish 
high school. He had to take a college entrance exam and went through 
the GI bill and went through college. And we brought up four children 
that was such a struggle to bring them up and send.... The way they've 
done now, they've reversed things so much. Only real rich people are 
going to be able to send their children to college now, because its 
unaffordable. You know. What they're trying to do is reverse things, 
have them back the way they were. They have people ... they want people 
to, they want slaves, and they want 
[inaudible-both interviewer/interviewee talking simultaneously] 
.. . class sytems . 
.... main class system. They want to do that. And that's what the 
religious and political right has been about all along. They said what they 
were gonna do. They were going to eliminate everything that didn't 
make a profit. That includes education, health care, whatever doesn't 




... channel all the money right straight to the top and they do not trickle it 
down. They do not trickle it down. But it takes a long time for this 
process to occur for people to wake up to it and say.... But that's just 
like. We were on the verge of a revolution back in the 30s. If we hadn't 
had Roosevelt come in. And he uh, instituted those changes, you know. 
You think there'd been a social revolution? 
Oh, yeah, oh, I do. I think they were ready for it. Because people were 
absolutely ... well, this was world wide, too. 
Still continues today. 
Yeah. So, uh, but human beings are going to have to get onto 
themselves because we're not going to have a planet. This planet is 
gone. If we don't have an environmental president pretty soon, who will 
bring people together and tell them we have to do this, we have to clean 
up this planet, we have to make this planet healthy. We have to pull 
together as human beings. 
So that generation after generation ..... 
.... and respect all religions and all people and make, and try for equality 
and give.... And I hate to tell you this, Chad, but women could have 
done a Hell of a lot better job than men. They know what people need. 
But they don't get a chance to try. They have to try twice as hard as men. 
They have to dance in high heels 
Sti 11 a patriarchal society. 
22 
It is, a patriarchal society. And its just handed down from one person to 
the other. Your father gives you to your husband, your husband gives 
you to.... Beats the Hell out of you, makes a slave out of you. 
The last question I have is the idea that West 
Virginians in some societies are considered 
fatalistic in their opinions of life in general. And 
that's the reason for our interviewing, is to break 
the cycle of this thought of fatalism in 
everybody. 
I don't feel ... 1 don't think ... l don't feel fatalistic. I never have. I mean, I 
think you can change things. 
People that are active definitely don't feel 
fatalistic. 
Well, I know. But uh, but why would people want to be born if you could 
never change anything. 
Right. 
If it's gonna be status quo forever. Who would be, what would be the 
point? I don't get that. 
Then we'd just be a bunch of robots going 
through life. 
23 
Well, that's right, just going through. What ... life would have no 
meaning at all, you know. If you're trying to make things better for other 
people, and make a better world, why. We could have had paradise 
right on this, we could have had free energy, free everything. We ... and a 
beautiful world, if people had worked for that. If that hadn't had some 
hogs over here trying to take it all. You know? 
Yes, pigs in the trough. 
And leave the rest of them with nothing. And they're heartless and they 
have no conscience and they're ruthless. And uh, they're not to be 
trusted. And it's very, very dangerous to do that. But after awhile you 
get so, I always liked fighting the big boys when I was a kid. I had to, 
because I had three young [inaudible] ... And so I used to hide the big 
boys guns because they were shootin' the birds. And I'd put 'em down a 
hole, and they'd chase me all over the place! [chuckling] But I didn't 
care. And I'm still gonna do it. That's the reason I get up in the morning 
and uh, the reason I do what I do. And I don't ever get tired of it. I get 
exhausted sometimes. 
But it takes people trying to make change to 
make change. Change doesn't happen on its 
own. 
Well, they, it takes awhile. But it's just like Martin Luther King said, he 
was hopeful. He knew he was going to die. He, he knew that was going 
to happen. They had already threatened him with everything. And uh, 
but he, he ... but you get incremental changes. And each time, and it 
takes, people do ... you can only fool some of the people some of the time, 
but not all the people all the time. 
24 
Right, all the time. 
And that's what you have to depend on. And some of that's trickled 
down. You do, you make a dent, even though the media and you get so 
frustrated with them you'd like to choke them! You know. Because we've 
had the media set us up. Just totally set us up ... in a forum. That's 
happened to us twice. 
Now they're so concentrated. 
Huh? 
Now they're so concentrated and integrated with 
corporations, they're just yes- men for the 
corporations. 
Oh, yeah, absolutely, that's all they want. They'll, they choose 
incompetent people. You'd be surprised how many of them there are. 
[inaudible] Or give a biased opinion. 
Yeah. And uh, well, down there in Julie's classes, she is teaching some of 
their grandsons. And they don't want her to make waves. 
Pull the wool over their eyes 
She, they don't want her to lift the veil. 
Well, I want to thank you for your interview. 
25 
Why, you're quite welcome. 
And keep fighting, because we need people like 
you out there. 
[Winnie laughing lightly] 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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